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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims will replace all prior listings of claims in ihe application. 
Listing Of Claims: 

Claim 1 . (currently amended): An acceptor for money items or the like comprising: 

sensing means for sensing parameters of an item submitted to the acceptor, 

processing means for determining [[the]] acceptability of ffanll the item submitted to the 

acceptor in the basis of an acceptance criteria using the parameters thereof sensed by the sensing 

means, and 

communication means , associa ted with the processing means, and adapted to send and 
receive alarm signals from the acceptor and from other acceptors, 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to a condition indicative of a 
fraud altcmpl by sending an alarm signal using said communication means and 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to [[such]] an alarm signal, 
received by said communication means, to modify [[its]] the acceptance criteria. 

Claim 2. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 1, wherein said 
condition relates to at least one of the sensed parameters param e t e r valu e. 

Claim 3. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 2, wherein said 
condition comprises ITaJJ at least one of the sensed param e ter parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 4. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim J , wherein said 
modification comprises reducing an acceptance range for at least one of the sensed p arameters a 
sensed money item parameter . 

Claim 5. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 4 7 wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters parameter value . 

Claim 6. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 5, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed param e t e r parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 7. (original): An acceptor according to claim 1, wherein the communication 
means comprises data network communication means, 

-2 of 11- 

96U3U8 vl 

PAGE 3117 * RCVD AT 12/5/2005 12:56:06 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID : 1 21 24 1 58701 1 DURATION (mm-ss):04-52 



12/05/2005 01:01 FAX 12124158701 



MORGAN & FINNE6AN 



Hi 004/017 



Appl. No. 10/616,852 

Paper dated December 5, 2005 

Reply to Office Action dated September 14, 2005 

Claim 8. (currently amended): An acceptor for money items or the like comprising: 

sensing means for sensing parameters of an item submitted to the acceptor, 

processing means for determining [[thej] acceptability of [[an]] the item submitted to the 

acceptor in the basis of an acceptance criteria using the parameters thereof sensed by the sensing 

means, and 

data network communication means associated with the processing means, and adapted to 
sendand receive alarm signals from the acceptor and from other acceptors , 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to a condition indicative of a 
fraud attempt by sending an alarm signal using said communication means and 

wherein the processing means is confinured to respond to [[such]] an alarm signal, 
received by said communication means, to modify [[its]] the acceptance criteria. 

Claim 9. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 8, wherein said 
condition relates to [[aj] at least one of the sensed parameters parameter- value. 

Claim 1 0. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 9, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed param e t e r parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 1 1 . (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 8, wherein said 
modification comprises reducing an acceptance range for at leas t one of the sensed parameters a 
sensed money item parameter . 

Claim 1 2. (currently amended): An acceptor according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters param e ter valu e. 

Claim 13. (currently amended); An acceptor according to claim 12, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed p aram e ter para meters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 14. (currently amended): A coin- or banknote-operated machine including an 
acceptor for money items or the like, the acceptor comprising: 

sensing means for sensing parameters of an item submitted to the acceptor, 

processing means for determining [[the]] acceptability of [[an]] the item submitted to the 
acceptor in the basis of an acceptance criteria using the parameters thereof sensed by the sensing 
means, and 
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communication means associated with the processing means, and adapted to send and 
receive alarm signals f ro m the accentor and from other acceptors , 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to a condition indicative of a 
fraud attempt by sending an aJarm signal using said communication means and 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to [[such]J an alarm signal, 
received by said communication means, 10 modify [[its]] the acceptance criteria. 

Claim 15. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 1 4, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters parameter value . 

Claim 16. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 15, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameter parameters Jailing within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 1 7. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 14, wherein said 
modification comprises reducing an acceptance range for at least one of the sensed parameters a 
sensed money item paramotor . 

Claim 1 8. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 1 7, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters param o tor value . 

Claim 19. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 1 8, wherein said 
condition comprises | [a]J at least one of t he sensed parumetef parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 20. (original): A machine according to claim 14, wherein the communication 
means comprises data network communication means. 

Claim 2 1 . (currently amended): A coin- or banknote-operated machine including an 
acceptor fur money items or the like, the acceptor comprising: 

sensing means for sensing parameters of an item submitted to the acceptor, 

processing means for determining [[the]] acceptability of [[an]] the item submitted to the 
acceptor in the basis of an acceptance criteria usiim the parameters thereof sensed by the sensing 
means, and 

data network communication means associated with the processin g means, and adapted to 
send and receive alarm signals from the acceptor and from other accep tors. 
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wherein the processing means is configured to respond to a condition indicative of a 
fraud attempt by sending an alarm signal using said communication means and 

wherein the processing means is configured to respond to [[such | J an alarm signal, 
received by said communication means, to modify [[Us]] the acceptance criteria. 

Claim 22. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 21, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters parameter valu e. 

Claim 23. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 22, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least oneofihc sensed parameter parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 24. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 2 1 , wherein said 
modification comprises reducing an acceptance range for at least one of the sensed parameters a 
s ea s cd mon e y it e m parameter. 

Claim 25. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 24, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] atjeast one of the sensed param eters parameter value . 

Claim 26. (currently amended): A machine according to claim 25, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]l at least one of the sensed paramet e r parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 27. (currently amended): A system comprising a plurality of coin- or 
banknote-operated machines, each including an acceptor and interconnected in a data network, 
said acceptors each comprising: 

sensing means for sensing parameters of an item submitted to the acceptor, 

processing means for determining [[the]] acceptability of [[an]] the item submitted to the 
acceptor in the basis of an acceptance criteria usin g the parameters thereof sensed by the sensing 
means, and 

data network communication means for communication via said data network associated 
with the processing means, and adapted to send and receive alann signals from the acceptor and 
from other acceptors . 

wherein said processing means is configured to respond to a condition indicative of a 
fraud attempt by sending an alarm signal using said communication means and 
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wherein the processing means is configured to respond to llsuch]] an alarm signal, 
received by said communication means, to modify [fits]] the acceptance criteria. 

Claim 28. (currently amended): A system according to claim 27, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at leas t one of the sensed parame ters paramet e r v al ue . 

Claim 29. (currently amended): A system according to claim 28, wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed paramet er parameters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 

Claim 30. (currently amended): A system according to claim 27, wherein said 
modification comprises reducing an acceptance range for at least on e of the sensed parameters a 
s e ns e d money item param e t e r . 

Claim 3 1 . (currently amended): A system according to claim 30, wherein said 
condition relates to [[a]] at least one of the sensed parameters parameter value . 

Claim 32. (currently amended): A system according to claim 3 1 , wherein said 
condition comprises [[a]] at least one of the sensed paramet e r param eters falling within a 
marginal region of an acceptance range therefor. 
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